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What is the Bible? 
 

Chapter 1 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson one 

 

   Objective: To understand what the Bible is and how it is organized. 

 

  

       The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us   

       what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives; it straightens us out   

       and helps us to do what is right. It is Godôs way of making us well prepared at every 

point, fully equipped to do good to everyone. 

ð2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

The Holy Bible is actually a collection of books ï sixty-six of them. The word ñBibleò comes 

from the Latin word for ñbooks,ò and the word ñholyò means ñthat which belongs to Godò or 

ñthat which comes from God.ò So the Holy Bible is literally a collection of books coming from 

God. 

 

About forty men wrote the books of the Bible over a period of 1,500 years. They assure us that 

these are the words of God Himself, inspired by His Spirit and penned by human beings. The 

writers were ñcarriedò by the Spirit as a boat is carried by the tide or the wind in its sails.  

 

The sixty-six books of the Bible are arranged by type and message. The two main divisions are 

Old Testament and New Testament. The message of the Old Testament is Jesus is coming; will 

you believe in Him? The message of the New Testament is Jesus came; will you trust Him? The 

Old Testament tells how, through the coming of the redeemer, God will reconcile the ñdivorceò ï 

the spiritual separation - between God and His creatures. The New Testament tells us how God 

reconciled the divorce: Jesus came and we must believe in Him and trust Him for our sins to be 

eternally forgiven and our relationship with a Holy God to be reconciled. 

 

The Old Testament has five kinds of books: five books of Law, twelve books of History, five 

books of Poetry, four Major Prophets (one of them wrote two books), and twelve Minor 

Prophets.  

 

The New Testament also has five kinds of books: four biographies of Jesus (the Gospels), one 

history book (Acts), thirteen epistles of Paul, eight general epistles, and one book of prophecy 

(Revelation).  
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The Bible 

 

 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. What do we mean when we call the Bible ñholyò?  

a. Only holy people should read it. 

b. It comes from God. 

c. It is too hard to understand. 

d. Everyone who wrote it was perfect. 

 

2. What does 2 Timothy 3:16-17 say about the Bible?  

a. It is inspired by God. 

b. It is useful for correction. 

c. It teaches us righteousness. 

d. It equips us for good works. 

e. All of the above. 

 

3. When people wrote the books of the Bible, where did their thoughts come from?  

a. Their own creativity and understanding. 

b. Tradition. 

c. They did a lot of study research. 

d. They were ñcarriedò by the Holy Spirit of God. He breathed His thoughts into them. 
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4. True or false? Jesus is the living Word of God, and the Bible is the written Word of God. 

 

The Old Testament 
 

The Old Testament tells us how human beings rebelled (sinned) and why there is separation 

between God and us ï all mankind. The divorce between God and men is the fundamental 

problem with which all of Scripture deals. The primary message of the Old Testament is Jesus is 

coming to reconcile us to God. 

  

Law  History  Poetry   Prophecy 

Genesis Joshua  Job         Major Prophets 

Exodus Judges  Psalm   Isaiah 

Leviticus Ruth  Proverbs  Jeremiah 

Numbers 1 Samuel Ecclesiastes  Lamentations 

Deuteronomy  2 Samuel Song of Solomon Ezekiel 

  1 King     Daniel 

  2 King           Minor Prophets 

  1 Chronicles    Hosea 

  2 Chronicles    Joel 

  Ezra     Amos 

  Nehemiah    Obadiah 

  Esther     Jonah 

       Micah 

       Nahum  

       Habakkuk 

       Zephaniah 

       Haggai 

       Zechariah 

       Malachi 

 

5. True or false? The Old Testament is arranged chronologically ï arranged in the order they 

were written. 

 

6. True or false? The Old Testament books are divided into five different categories. 

 

7. True or false? The main difference between the Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets is the 

length of their writings. 

 

8. Draw a line from each of the following categories to the corresponding number of books it 

has: 

a. Law    i. 5 

b. History    ii. 5 

c. Poetry    iii. 5 

d. Major Prophets               iv. 12 

e. Minor Prophets   v. 12 
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9.  In which type of book did God first tell His people the difference between right and wrong?    

______________ 

(Law, History, Poetry, Major Prophets, Minor Prophets) 

 

10. The primary message of the Old Testament is   

a.   Man needs to obey Godôs laws and live a perfect life to be acceptable to a perfect God. 

b.  God is love and will bless all men. 

c.   Jesus is coming, and He is going to reconcile the separation between God and His 

creatures. 

d.  Not important.  Only the New Testament is important. 

 

The New Testament 

 

The New Testament tells us of the life of Jesus ï His miracles, His teachings, and His crucifixion 

and resurrection. It also tells us how the Holy Spirit came into the lives of believers and what the 

early church was like. More than half of the New Testament consists of letters written to 

churches established after the Resurrection. Most of these letters were written by Paul. 

 

History  Pauline Letters General Letters  Prophecy 

Matthew Romans  Hebrews   Revelation 

Mark  1 Corinthians  James 

Luke  2 Corinthians  1 Peter 

John  Galatians  2 Peter 

Acts  Ephesians  1 John 

  Philippians  2 John 

  Colossians  3 John 

  1 Thessalonians Jude 

  2 Thessalonians 

  1 Timothy 

  2 Timothy 

  Titus 

  Philemon 

 

11. True or false? The primary message of the New Testament is that Jesus came. 

 

12. True or false? The New Testament is the only part of the Bible about Jesus. 

 

13. True or false? Biographies of Jesus in the Bible are called ñGospels.ò 
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14. Draw a line from each of the following categories to the corresponding number of books it 

has: 

a. Biographies/Gospels  i. 1 

b. History    ii. 1 

c. Letters of Paul    iii. 4 

d. General letters    iv. 8 

e. Prophecy    v. 13 

 

15. In which type of book is the story of Jesusô life, death, and resurrection found? __________  

(Gospels, History, Letters of Paul, General letters, Prophecy)  

 

   In the message we heard, what story do the Old and New Testaments have in common?   

   What does this tell you about the importance of this subject? Why is the study of this   

   subject important to you? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

   Praise God for His Word and ask Him how to know and love Him more by studying His 

   Word.  Ask Him to help you understand what it says, what it means, and how to apply   

   His Word to your life each day. 
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1. Based on what Paul wrote to Timothy, what are some of the objectives of the Word of God? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How should the objectives in question #1 impact the way we value applying what we find in 

the Bible? _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What kind of truth should we expect to find in the Bible?  (Discuss John 17:17; 7:17) ______ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. When we find truth in the Bible, how important is it that we should know what to do with it?  

Why? ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is your own personal definition of inspiration as it applies to the Word of God? _______ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How should you expect the Word of God be changing your life as you read it? ____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Is the purpose of Godôs Word to bless us or to make us a blessing?  Explain. ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is the fundamental problem addressed by the Old Testament? _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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9. What is the Old Testament really all about?  (Can you answer in three words?) ____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How should we approach the five different kinds of books in the Old Testament? _________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Why should we study Hebrew history?  (Discuss 1 Corinthians 10:11) __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Is there any history in the Law Books?  Explain. ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Imagine a nation with no laws at all.  Describe what it would be like. ___________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. When you go to church, would you rather hear a Major or a Minor prophet?  Why?  Explain 

how they differ and how they are alike. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. In two words, what is the New Testament really all about? ___________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Why are the first four books of the New Testament called ñGospelsò?  In what ways are they 

more than biographies? __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. In what ways are the Letters of Paul different from the General Letters? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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18. How does the book of Acts prepare us for our study of the New Testament letters? ________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19.  Just as there is history in the Law Books, you will find history in the Gospels, the letters, and 

in Revelation.  Should we approach these historical passages as we are instructed to approach 

history in the Old Testament?  (1 Corinthians 10:11) Why or why not? _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What is a key that Jesus gave us to all of the Scriptures? (Discuss John 5:39, 40) _________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What are the five kinds of books that are found in the New Testament? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Purpose of the Bible 
 

Chapter 2 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson two 

 

 

   Objective: To understand how the Bible came to be and why God gave it to us. 

 

  

       No prophecy recorded in the Scripture was ever thought up by the prophet himself,   

       for the prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as   

       they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

ð2 Peter 1:21 

 

From beginning to end, the Bible is mainly about Jesus Christ. In support of this theme, the Bible 

has four main purposes: (1) to present Jesus Christ as the Savior and Redeemer of the world; (2) 

to provide for us the historical context in which Jesus came; (3) to lead the unbeliever into faith 

in Jesus; and (4) to show believers how God wants us to live. 

 

The Bible was written by God. It is a special kind of revelation that is now complete. It is no 

longer being written and added to. God used some 40 different men to write the Bible. There 

were all kinds: kings, fishermen, priests, shepherds, generals, and even a fig picker. 

 

The Old Testament was officially compiled in about the year AD 100, although it had already 

been used for several centuries. The books were included based on the reliability of their human 

authors and their reputation as prophets or scribes. They were written in Hebrew.  

 

The New Testament books were selected and compiled in about AD 692, although they had 

already been used for centuries too. They were selected on three criteria: if an apostle or close 

associate of an apostle wrote it; if it had spiritual content that ministered grace to believers; and if 

it agreed with the other inspired books and if Church leaders unanimously agreed that it was 

inspired. The New Testament was written in Greek.  
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 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. True or false? The Bible is a handbook on how to live a good moral life. 

 

2. True or false? The Bible narrows its story line after the first few chapters of Genesis to focus 

on Abraham and his descendants. 

 

3. True or false? According to the Bible, Jesus Christ was sent to bless only Abraham and his 

descendants. 

 

4. Which of the following best describes the Bible?  

a. a history of civilization 

b. a science textbook 

c. a philosophy book 

d. a history of redemption 

 

5. In Luke 24:25-27, Jesus told his disciples that the main character in all of Scripture was who?  

a. Himself 

b. Moses  

c. Adam   

d. David   

 

6. In the Gospels, the biographies of Jesus, which event is written about more than all others?  

a. His birth 

b. His first 30 years 

c. His public ministry 

d. His last week, including the cross and resurrection 

 

7. What kinds of men wrote the books of the Bible? 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What records do we have of the Bible today?  

a. the original manuscripts 

b. very accurate copies carefully preserved 

c. copies that are similar to the originals, but not fully accurate 

d. copies that have been changed many times over the centuries 

 

9. When personal revelation (Godôs word to an individual) contradicts special revelation (the 

Bible), which is right?  

a. special revelation 

b. personal revelation 

c. It depends on the situation. 

d. We cannot really know. 

 

 

ñBeginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself.ò           

                                          ðLuke 24: 27  
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10. How can we really know if the Bible is truly the Word of God?  

a. We cannot. 

b. We have to do a lot of research. 

c. Everyone who reads it will know right away. 

d. If we have the will to obey and to do what it says, it will change our life, and we will 

know it is the Word of God. 

  

   Remember in the message when we talked about revelation?  What is the difference   

   between general revelation and the kind of inspiration called ñspecial revelationò? How   

   does God reveal His truth to us today? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

   Praise God for this Bible Study.  Pray that God would teach you many things and how to 

   apply His eternal truth to your life.  Ask God to bring many to Himself who do not know 

   Him as the One and only true God through this study, and ask Him who you should 

invite to be a part of this study.  
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1. In Luke 24: 25-27; 44, 45, what was the truth Jesus shared with the apostles that opened their 

understanding of the Scriptures?  How could that truth open your understanding of the Bible?  

(See also John 5: 39, 40) _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How can you relate this to the observation that, when we reach chapter 12 of the book of 

Genesis, the rest of the Bible is all about Abraham and his progeny, through whom all the nations 

of the world were to be blessed? ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did Jesus challenge us to prove that His teaching is the teaching of God?  (John 7:17) 

How should that influence the way you prove that not only His teaching but the entire Bible is 

the inspired Word of God? ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In addition to looking for Christ all the way through the Bible, what else should we look for as 

we read the Bible?  (Consider or discuss John17:17) ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Knowing what we know about how long paper lasts, what had to happen so that we could 

have the Bible today? ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Give and explain four purposes of the Bible. _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In the four Gospels, explain how we know what was the most important week in the life of 

Jesus Christ and why? ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Going Deeper 
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How to Study the Bible 
 

Chapter 3 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson three 

 

 

   Objective: To learn how to study the Bible and to apply its truths to life. 

 

 

  

       Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

ðJames 1:22 

 

How do we get the most out of the Bible? If we study the Bible carefully and with wisdom and 

obey it, God will use it to change our lives. However, if we simply learn what Scripture says and 

do not apply it, our study is meaningless. Information without application is worthless. 

 

Effective Bible study is a three-part process: observation, interpretation, and application. In other 

words, when we come to Godôs Word we ask ourselves these three questions: ñWhat does it 

say?ò ñWhat does it mean?ò and ñWhat does it mean to me?ò As you take these three steps in 

your study, also apply the following principles: 

 

1. Even when there is only one interpretation of a verse, there may be a thousand 

applications. Do not expect the Holy Spirit to apply the verse to someone elseôs life 

exactly as He applies it to your life. 

2. The Bible is a book about Jesus, so look for Him all the way through Scripture as you 

study. 

3. Always interpret puzzling verses in light of verses that have a clear meaning. 

4. Never come to a passage of Scripture with your mind already made up as to what it 

means. 

5. Always approach the Word of God prayerfully, asking Him to teach you. 

6. Be willing to obey Scripture before you teach it to others. 

7. Always consider the context of any passage, observing who wrote it and to whom, and 

the historical circumstances and events that help us understand the passage. 

8. Be humble and willing to admit there are some passages you do not understand. 
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If you follow these principles, God will use the Bible powerfully to transform your life.  

The first book of the Bible helps us understand our world and ourselves as we were intended to 

be and as we are now. ñGenesisò literally means ñbeginning.ò In Genesis, we learn about the first 

sin, we see how God first communicated with man, we begin to understand how conflict came 

into this world, we learn of Godôs judgment and also of His salvation for us. Story after story in 

Genesis shows us that God is in charge and that faith in Him reconciles us with Him. 

 

 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. True or false? Observation is the first step in studying any passage of Scripture. 

 

2. True or false? If we do not apply what we have learned, our study has not accomplished very 

much. 

 

3. True or false? The first book of the Bible describes the beginning of the world. 

 

4. True or false? Most of the book of Genesis describes how perfect life was for the first human 

beings before sin entered the world. 

 

5. How can we prove that the Word of God is true?  

a. by intellectual reason 

b. by how we feel when we read it 

c. by believing and doing it 

d. by reading it in the original languages 

 

6. Why did God give us the Bible?  

a. because He wants to communicate with us 

b. because He wants us to have abundant life 

c. because He loves us 

d. all of the above 

 

7. What is the best reason to study the Bible?  

a. It brings good luck. 

b. to hear Godôs voice 

c. to show how much we know 

d. to learn about history 

 

8. Draw a line from each step of Bible study to the question we ask in that step. 

a. observation   i. What does it mean to me? 

b. interpretation   ii. What does it say? 

c. application   iii. What does it mean? 
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9. Which of the following questions are helpful to ask in the application part of our study?  

a. Are there any warnings to heed?  

b. Are there any sins to forsake? 

c. Are there any examples to follow? 

d. Are there any truths about God or Jesus? 

e. all of the above 

 

10. What is the best way to interpret difficult verses?  

a. Try to understand what new doctrine God wants us to explore. 

b. Choose the easiest explanation over the most difficult. 

c. Do not try to understand them at all. Only pastors can understand Godôs Word. 

d. Pray and ask God to help you understand and allow the rest of Scripture guide your 

thinking. 

 

11. Which of the following is a safeguard against misinterpretation?  

a. Make up your own mind as to what a passage probably means. 

b. Expect each verse to have only one application. 

c. Try to understand the context of each passage. 

d. Let each book of the Bible speak for itself, rather than trying to understand how it 

relates to the other books. 

 

12. Who is your best Bible teacher?  

a. the Holy Spirit 

b. your pastor 

c. your family 

d. the traditions of your culture 

  

   In light of what Genesis tells us about the origins of humanity and the first sin, how does 

   this help us understand mankindôs situation today? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Praise God for His Word and that you have this opportunity to study.  Pray and ask God   

   to teach you all He wants you to learn and how to apply the truths of His Word to your   

   life. Ask God to help you to hear, understand, and obey.  Ask God to help you know 

Him and His Word better, and be a strong witness to your family and friends who do not know 

Him. 
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1. Explain precisely what we mean by observation. ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Give several examples of principles we must follow as our observation leads to interpretation. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Discuss the importance of application and of how meaningful application depends upon 

accurate observation and interpretation. _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Who should be your Teacher when you study the Word of God?  (Consider 1 Corinthians 2: 9-

16) __________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Explain how correlation and relating the passages we study to the rest of the Bible might help 

us better understand the Scripture we are studying. _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is the purpose of the book of Genesis? _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In what way did Jesus show us how to interpret and apply the book of Genesis?  (Consider 

Matthew 19: 3-6) _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Going Deeper 
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Is Creation Credible? 
 

Chapter 4 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson four 

 

   Objective: To understand how the biblical story of creation and science relate to each   

   other. 

 

  

       In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

ðGenesis 1:1 

 

There are two extreme views on the subject of creation. One extreme is the belief that the 

creation account in Genesis is not scientifically reliable, so the Bible cannot be accepted as true 

or be inspired by God. The other extreme is the belief that science is unreliable if it does not fit 

our interpretation of the Genesis story. But the real question is whether the Bible and science are 

compatible.  The Bible is not a textbook of science; it is a textbook on salvation. It spends less 

than two chapters out of its 1,189 chapters telling us about how the world began. 

 

We need to understand that God does not fit into a scientific study. He cannot be measured or 

proven. Science does not deal with issues of faith. Science cannot prove God does or does not 

exist. 

 

There are many things the Bible and science agree on. For example, scientists believe the whole 

earth was under water at one time, and this is what Genesis says. Scientists believe animal life 

began in the water, and the Bible says it did.  

 

The Hebrew word ñbaraò means ñto create out of nothing.ò This word is used only three times in 

the Genesis creation story. All the other times ñcreateò or ñmakeò is used, it comes from other 

Hebrew words that indicate taking something that exists and altering its form. The word ñbaraò is 

used to describe the creation in the very beginning (verse 1) when God created all matter and 

energy; when God created animal life (verse 21); and when God created human life (verse 27). 

These three times that God created something out of nothing are also the three missing links in 

science. Evolutionists cannot explain how it all began; they cannot explain how plant life became 

animal life; and they cannot explain how animal life became human life. Genesis explains all 

three with ñbaraò ï ñGod created.ò 
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 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. True or false? God owes us an explanation for how He created everything. 

 

2. True or false? Science is the study of data or phenomena that can be observed and objectively 

measured or proven. 

 

3. Is it possible to approach God through a scientific method?  ________ 

 

4. In the list below, circle each item that is a main focus of science. Put a check mark beside each 

item that is a main focus of the Bible. 

a. data 

   b. faith  

   c. revelation 

d. observable evidence 

   e. theology 

f. experiments 

   g. experience 

   h. supernatural 

i. natural 

 

5.  How does God tell us to approach Him?  ________ (see Hebrews 11:1) 

 

6. According to Genesis chapters 1 and 2 which came first in creation? (match them by drawing 

a line and put them in order)  

a. human life   i. First  

b. animal life   ii. Second 

c. plant life   iii. Third 

 

7. True or False?  The purpose of the Bible is not to give us scientific answers, but to tell 

mankind of Godôs redemptive plan.  
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What are some parallels between scientific and biblical explanations of creation? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Why do you think God did not explain everything about creation in detail in Genesis? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you think modern man tries to explain the beginning of our earth and human life without 

a Creator? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Praise God for His wonderful creation, mercy, and grace. Ask Him to strengthen your   

   faith and show you what His plan is for you during this study and for your life. Then ask 

   Him for the courage to obey. 
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1. Why has God only given us two chapters on the subject of creation, yet there are 1,189 

chapters in the Bible? ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the significance of the three places where evolution has missing links, and the creation 

account uses the word ñbaraò in these three places? ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. While considering how everything began and the ñbig bangò belief of science, is it easier to 

believe in a big God or to believe in a big bang?  Explain. _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What are several ways the Genesis account of creation agrees with science? ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the primary conflict between science and the Genesis account of creation? _________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Explain why the subject of God and spiritual things does not fit under the discipline of 

science.  (Consider John 4:24) _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why has God told us about creation?  (Consider Psalm 51:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17) _________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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The Birth of Mankind  
 

Chapter 5 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson five 

 

   Objective: To understand Godôs purpose in creating human beings. 

 

 

       God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him. Male and   

       female, created He them.  

ðGenesis 1:27 

 

Human beings were created in the image and likeness of God. We have the capacity to be 

spiritual, creative, thinking, feeling, and able to communicate. The image of God in us was 

marred when Adam and Eve sinned, and the rest of Scripture deals with this problem: how to 

recreate Godôs image within man so that sinful man might have fellowship with a Holy God. 

Genesis 1 and 2 shows us man as he was intended to be. Genesis 3 shows us man as he is. 

 

God created woman from manôs sideðnot his head, for her to rule over him, and not his feet, for 

her to serve him. She comes from his side so that she would be close to his heart. Woman is a 

ñcompleterò for man. Man and woman united in one flesh make one whole man. 

 

Marriage is an exclusive relationship. A man is to leave his father and mother, and he forsakes all 

other women for his wife. The woman makes the same commitment. This is Godôs perfect 

planðHis blueprintðfor marriage. The primary and most important relationship for both man 

and woman is their relationship with God. As they grow closer to God, they grow closer to each 

other. 
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 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. True or false? Being created in Godôs image means our bodies look like God. 

 

2. True or false? Marriage (and family) is the most important social unit we have on earth today. 

 

3. What do you think happened to the image of God when man sinned?  

a. It was lost forever. We cannot get it back. 

b. It was marred, but we can fix it if we try real hard to be good. 

c. It is gone, but we can look like the image of God if we obey Godôs laws. 

d.   It was marred, but it can be restored by God and a spiritual rebirth ï a new creationð

in manôs heart. 

 

4. If a man and a woman do not have a relationship with the same God, what happens to their 

relationship?  

a. Nothing. That does not make any difference. 

b. It makes marriage harder, but they can still be one as God intended. 

c. They cannot grow closer to each other spiritually. 

 

5. According to God, man and woman joined together in marriage and sexual unity are:   

a. one united whole for life 

b. two separate individuals 

c. a temporary union 

d. asking for trouble 
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6. What happens to your relationship with your parents when you get married?  

a. It is not important anymore. 

b. It is important, but the marriage relationship is the priority. 

c. There is no change. Our first allegiance will always be to our parents. 

 

7. What happens when a woman gets married?  

a. God no longer considers her an individual person. 

b. She should remain independent from her husband. 

c. Though she completes her husband, she is still valued by God as an individual. 

d. Her only role is to have children. 

 

8. What is the purpose of the family?  

a. to be a place of companionship 

b. to be a place of nurture 

c. to increase the human family as a whole 

d. all of the above 

 

9. What is the best way to have an adequate marriage?  

a. Try to become an adequate partner. 

b. Try to make your wife or husband adequate. 

c. Try to make your children adequate. 

d. Try to earn a good living. 

 

10. Which words describe Godôs plan for marriage? (choose all that apply) 

a. providential   b. purposeful 

c. temporary   d. permanent 

e. unimportant   f. exclusive 

g. faithful   h. divided 

i. united 

  

   How does it make you feel to know you are created in the image of God? How does it   

   make you feel to know that sin has marred that image?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read: Psalm 51:10 ï ñCreate in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 

me.ò 2 Corinthians 5:17 ï ñFor if a man belongs to Christ, he is a new person. The old life is 

gone. New life has begun.ò   How can you get the image of God back? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?book_id=23&chapter=51&verse=10&version=31&context=verse
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   Pray and thank God that He created you and desires to have a relationship with you.    

   Ask God to help you to know Him better and to give you strength to follow Him every   

   day. If you are married, ask Him to make you a godly spouse. If you are not married, 

pray that God will not only provide a godly spouse but will make you a godly spouse too. 
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1. Precisely what does it mean when we read that man was created in the image of God?  

(Consider John 4:24)  Does this apply to our bodies or to our capacity to be spiritual creatures? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What happened to that image potential as described in the third chapter of the book of 

Genesis? ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How can that image potential be restored?  (Consider Psalm 51:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17, 18) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

   

4. How can we become an adequate marriage partner or parent? __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why must the marriage relationship be a permanent relationship, an exclusive, all-inclusive 

and providential relationship? _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why are marriage and the family the most important institution God created?  (Consider 

Psalms 127, 128) _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Which is more important ï the family or the church?  Why? ___________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Going Deeper 
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Where Are You? 
 

Chapter 6 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson six 

 

 

   Objective: To understand how sin came into the world. 

 

  

       The Lord God called to the man, ñWhere are you?ò He answered, ñI heard you in the 

       garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.ò And he said, ñWho told you   

       that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 

from?ò 

ðGenesis 3:9-11 

 

Adam and Eve faced the same decision we all face every day: Are we going to live Godôs way or 

are we going to have it our way? God had put Adam and Eve in a perfect garden and given them 

every tree that was good for food and the tree of life. He also put the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil in the garden and told them not to eat of it. 

 

When God put Adam and Eve in the garden, He provided everything they would ever need. He 

knew their needs because He had made them. And because He made us, He knows our needs as 

well and has every intention of providing for them. 

 

Adam and Eve did not look to God alone to meet their needs. Genesis 3 is a picture of two 

people who sinned and how God dealt with them, but it is also the picture of all of us, who have 

sinned. It shows us how God deals with us when we hide from God when we sin. It is the picture 

of sin and its consequences. And it is the picture of God pursuing the sinner and opening the 

lines of communication. 
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1. True or false? We always have a choice of whether to do Godôs will or to do ours. 

 

2. True or false? God did not give Adam and Eve enough to provide for their needs in the 

garden. 

 

 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

3. How does Genesis explain life?  

a. as it was 

b. as it is 

c. both 

d. neither 

 

4. God provided trees to meet the needs of manôs eye, then to meet his need for food, then to 

give him life. The tree of knowledge was declared off limits. Put that list of priorities into the 

order that Adam and Eve actually did them. 

a. eyes    i. __________ 

b. food    ii   __________ 

c. life    iii. __________ 

d. knowledge   iv. __________ 

 

5. Read or listen to Deuteronomy 8:3. According to this verse, where does our true life come 

from?  

a. the food we eat 

b. getting our desires gratified 

c. the word of God 

d. following our own will 

 

6. Read or listen to Matthew 6:22-23. When the Bible uses the word ñeye,ò what does it often 

really mean?  

a. our mindset and outlook on life 

b. our own plans 

c. our actual, physical eyes 

d. the word of God 

 

7. What does Adam and Eve eating the fruit from the tree  

of knowledge represent?  

a. revelation from God 

b. science 

c. our attempt to meet our needs ourselves 

d. Godôs desire for us to remain ignorant 

 

 

 

 

Your eye is a lamp for your body. A 

pure eye lets sunshine into your 

soul. But an evil eye shuts out the 

light and plunges you into darkness. 

If the light you think you have is 

really darkness, how deep that 

darkness will be!  

ðMatthew 6: 22-23 

éHe did it to teach you that people need more 

than bread for their life; real life comes by 

feeding on every word of the LORD.  

ðDeuteronomy 8: 3 
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8. Why did God ask questions of Adam and Eve?  

a. He really wanted to know the answers. 

b. He wanted them to confess what they had done. 

c. He wanted to punish whoever gave them information. 

d. He wanted to see if they remembered their mistake. 

 

9. What does it mean to confess our sin?  

a. to explain why we did it 

b. to talk God out of punishing us 

c. to admit that it offended someone else  

d. to say we feel bad when we are caught doing something wrong 

e. to agree with God about what we have done 

 

10. The Bible is the story of _________________ .  

a. man seeking after God 

b. God seeking after man 

  

   Have you been ñeating from the wrong treeò? How does it make you feel?  Why?  How   

   do you think God wants you to respond?  Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Pray and confess to God if you are not where you should be in your relationship with   

   Him.  Ask God to help you to look to Him to provide for your every need and to give   

   you strength to say no to the temptations of our eyes, lusts of our bodies, and pride of 

life. 
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1. What is the third chapter of the book of Genesis telling us that actually happened in the 

garden? _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Explain the allegory of the trees in the garden. _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Relate this allegory to the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 6: 22, 23. ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why did the Creator ask His creature questions? ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What truth is being profiled by Godôs asking of these questions? _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Relate this story to the great sermon of Moses in Deuteronomy 8:1-3 that we shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word God has spoken. _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How does this demonstrate the love of God? _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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Where Is Your Brother? 
 

Chapter 7 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson seven 

 

   Objective: To learn some causes of conflict and how to resolve it. 

 

  

       ñWhy are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will you   

       not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its   

       desire is for you, but you must master it.ò 

ðGenesis 4:6-7 

 

Reconciliation is a major theme in the Bible. We need to be reconciled to God, and we need to be 

reconciled to each other. But conflict is one of our biggest problems. Genesis 4 helps us discover 

some of the causes of conflict and some of the solutions. 

 

Cain and Abel both brought sacrifices to God, but only Abelôs was acceptable. Cainôs heart 

toward God was not right. Cainôs rejection made him angry and depressed, and he later killed his 

brother in a moment of rage. Verse 7 is a key to understanding the conflict: if we do what is right 

and acceptable, we will be acceptable to God and to ourselves, and not have to go through life 

angry at those who are acceptable. Those who are judgmental toward others will be much happier 

if they look at themselves and judge themselves first. A person who deals with his own issues 

will not have to direct his anger at others. 

 

 
 

 

 

Like a pilot who has lost his way, we should 

remember five steps to getting back on the right 

course: 

1. Confess ï Acknowledge that you have lost your 

way. 

2. Climb ï Move in Godôs direction (He is already 

moving in your direction). 

3. Conserve ï Wait to make any big decisions. 

4. Communicate ï Talk to God about His direction 

for your life. 

5. Comply ï When God communicates, always 

follow His directions. 
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Stop judging others, and you will not be 

judged. 
2
For others will treat you as you 

treat them. Whatever measure you use in 

judging others, it will be used to measure 

how you are judged. 
3
And why worry about 

a speck in your friend's eye when you have 

a log in your own? 
4
How can you think of 

saying, `Let me help you get rid of that 

speck in your eye,' when you can't see past 

the log in your own eye? 
5
Hypocrite! First 

get rid of the log from your own eye; then 

perhaps you will see well enough to deal 

with the speck in your friend's eye.  

                                          ðMatthew 7:1-5 

 
 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. True or false? The first prophecy in the Bible about Jesus is found in Genesis. 

 

2. True or false? When Cain killed Abel, he solved all his problems. 

 

3. True or false? Cain refused to acknowledge his sin until God made it clear that He already 

knew about it. 

 

4. Why was Cainôs sacrifice not acceptable?  

a. It was not an animal sacrifice. 

b. It was not enough for God. 

c. It was too late. 

d. Cainôs heart was not acceptable. 

 

5. Why did Cain kill Abel?  

a. Abel was too proud of his righteousness. 

b. Abel was a threat to his brother. 

c. Cain was jealous that Abelôs sacrifice was 

accepted and became angry 

d. He still had anger in his heart. 

 

6. Read or listen to Matthew 7:1-5. What does Jesus 

tell critical and judgmental people to do?  

a. Look at their own lives and correct their 

own problems before judging others. 

b. Point out everyoneôs faults. 

c. Use Godôs standards of judgment on others. 

d. Relax and do not worry so much. 
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7. Which question is most important to ask when you are angry?  

a. How can I get revenge? 

b. What is the real object of my anger? 

c. How can I change the person who offends me? 

d. How can I make myself feel better? 

 

8. The story of Cain and Abel is about ___________________.  

a. conflict 

b. peace 

c. communication 

d. judgment 

 

9. The story of the flood is about _____________________.  

a. conflict 

b. peace 

c. communication 

d. judgment 

 

10. What relationships cause a lot of conflict for you? (circle all that apply) 

a. self 

b. spouse 

c. children 

d. parents 

e. extended family 

f. friends 

g. people in authority 

h. coworkers 

i. acquaintances 

 

   What are the real roots of some of your conflicts with others? Is there something you   

   need to confess to God?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Pray and ask God to help you in all your relationships to have the right heart attitude and 

   do what is right. 
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1. Relate the compass of the jet pilot to your own spiritual direction when you feel that you have 

lost your way. __________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What are five questions that God asked Cain? ______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Which question was the most important question?  (Consider Genesis 4:7)  Why? __________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What was the true source and object of Cainôs anger? ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What was most important ï the men or the offerings?   Why? __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Compare this story to the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 7: 1-5. _________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Relate this story to your own anger and/or depression. ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Going Deeper 
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The Father of Faith 
 

Chapter 8 

Audio Lesson: Old Testament Survey lesson eight 

 

   Objective: To understand the importance of faith through the example of Abraham. 

 

  

       Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe   

       that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

ðHebrews 11:6 

 

Abraham is considered the father of faith, and he is mentioned more times in the New Testament 

than any other Old Testament character. When Abraham was 75, God told him to leave his home 

country and go into a barren wilderness. He also told him that he would be the father of many 

descendants. For a 75-year-old childless man to believe that promise required a lot of faith. 

 

God initiated the relationship by appearing to Abraham eight times. Abraham responded by 

building four altars over many years, each one illustrating his level of commitment to God. The 

fourth altar, built at Godôs request to sacrifice Isaac, the promised son, was the most significant. 

There Abraham demonstrated his total trust in God and that God was entirely first in his life. 
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 Choose one best answer unless instructed otherwise. 

 

1. True or false? Abraham always had faith and trusted God completely. 

 

2. True or false? Sacrificing Isaac made perfect sense to Abraham. 

 

3. True or false? In the story of Abraham we learn that when God and man have a relationship, it 

is because God initiated it. 

 

4. Remember the four altars Abraham built showing his growing commitment and trust in God?  

Match the following altars with the message Abraham was giving in each one. 

a. the plains of Moreh (teaching or seeking)           i. ñTeach meò 

b. between Hai and Bethel (between     ii. ñI want to know youò 

misery and the house of God)  

c. Hebron (communion)           iii. ñGod firstò 

d. a mountain in Moriah (God will provide)         iv. ñI am not sureò 

 

5. What did Abraham and Sarah do first when God told them He would give them a son?  

a. They argued with God. 

b. They laughed.  

c. They believed God completely. 

d. They told God it was too late and impossible. 

 

6. What is one thing Ishmaelôs story represents to us?  

a. the fulfillment of Godôs promise 

b. the evidence of Abrahamôs faith 

c. Abrahamôs total dependence on God 

d. the greatest enemy of Godôs best is something good 

 


